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17:1  Then one of the seven angels 
who had the seven bowls came 
and spoke with me, saying, 
“Come here, I will show you the 
judgment of the great harlot 
who sits on many waters,  
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17:2  with whom the kings of the 
earth committed acts of 
immorality, and those who dwell 
on the earth were made drunk 
with the wine of her 
immorality.”
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17:3  And he carried me away in the 
Spirit into a wilderness; and I 
saw a woman sitting on a scarlet 
beast, full of blasphemous 
names, having seven heads and 
ten horns.
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17:4-5   The woman was clothed in 
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gold & precious stones & pearls, 
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her forehead a name was written, a 
mystery, “BABYLON THE 
GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HAR-

 LOTS AND OF THE ABOMINA-
 TIONS OF THE EARTH.”
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MOTHER = SOURCE
Satan doubtless chose the site of Babylon as his 
headquarters ... It was doubtless here that the 
Antediluvian apostasy had its source that ended in 
the flood. To this center the ‘forces of Evil’ 
gravitated after the Flood, and ‘Babel’ was the 
result. This was the origin of the nations, but the 
nations were not scattered abroad over the earth 
until Satan had implanted in them the “Virus” of 
a doctrine that has been the source of every false 
religion the world has ever known.” 
    Larkin (Book of Revelation)
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17:6  And I saw the woman drunk 
with the blood of the saints, and 
with the blood of the witnesses of 
Jesus. When I saw her, I 
wondered greatly.
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MARTYRS

1. 5th Seal -    6:9-11
2. Great revival -   7:9f
3. Starvation -    13:17
4. In Heaven -    15:2
5. Harlot (over time) -  17:6, 18:24



HARLOT
üGlobal in Size           1
üImmoral Intoxication         2
üPolitical Control           3
üExternal Attractiveness         4
üInternal Corruption   
üSource of Abominations         5
üPersecutor of Saints          6



17:6  And I saw the woman drunk 
with the blood of the saints, and 
with the blood of the witnesses of 
Jesus. When I saw her, I 
wondered greatly.



KEY TERMS
1. Wondered greatly -  θαυμάζω (thaumazo)
  ἐθαύμασα … θαῦμα μέγα
  maximum wonderment
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17:7  And the angel said to me, 
“Why do you wonder? I will tell 
you the mystery of the woman 
and of the beast that carries her, 
which has the seven heads and 
the ten horns. 
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KEY TERMS
1. Wondered greatly -  θαυμάζω (thaumazo)
  ἐθαύμασα … θαῦμα μέγα
  maximum wonderment
2. Mystery -  μυστήριον (musterion)
  new revelation not in OT



17:7  And the angel said to me, 
“Why do you wonder? I will tell 
you the mystery of the woman 
and of the beast that carries her, 
which has the seven heads and 
the ten horns. 
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17:8  “The beast that you saw was, 
and is not, and is about to come 
up out of the abyss and go to 
destruction. And those who 
dwell on the earth, whose name 
has not been written in the book 
of life from the foundation of the 
world, will wonder when they 
see the beast, that he was and is 
not and will come.



BEAST of 17-18
üMiracle resurrection -  13:3, 12, 14
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17:8  “The beast that you saw was, 
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BEAST of 17-18
üMiracle resurrection -  13:3, 12, 14
üSatanic origin (Abyss) -  13:4
üDestruction -    17:11, 19:20

üEarth dweller -    13:8
üAmazement -    13:3-4



17:8  “The beast that you saw was, 
and is not, and is about to come 
up out of the abyss and go to 
destruction. And those who 
dwell on the earth, whose name 
has not been written in the book 
of life from the foundation of the 
world, will wonder when they 
see the beast, that he was and is 
not and will come.



INTERPRETATION
1. Beast =   antichrist & 
     his kingdom  8
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17:9-10  “Here is the mind which 
has wisdom. The seven heads are 
seven mountains on which the 
woman sits,  10 and they are 
seven kings; five have fallen, one 
is, the other has not yet come; 
and when he comes, he must 
remain a little while.
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     kingdoms   9



17:9-10  “Here is the mind which 
has wisdom. The seven heads are 
seven mountains on which the 
woman sits,  10 and they are 
seven kings; five have fallen, one 
is, the other has not yet come; 
and when he comes, he must 
remain a little while.



17:9-10  “Here is the mind which 
has wisdom. The seven heads are 
seven mountains on which the 
woman sits,  10 and they are 
seven kings; five have fallen, one 
is, the other has not yet come; 
and when he comes, he must 
remain a little while.



7 HEADS

Fallen Is Yet to
Come

Eg
yp
t

As
sy
ria

Ba
by
lon

M
ed
o-

Pe
rsi
a

Gr
ee
ce Rome Revived

Rome



TIMES OF GENTILES

Medo-
Persia

Ba
by

lo
n

Greece

םיִוֹגּ o -  Gentiles = Nations
ἔθνος -  Gentiles = Nations

Rome

Times of Gentiles

Eg
yp

t

50 0 40 0 30 0 20 0 10 060 014 00

Israel

15 00

5 Fallen Heads Is Yet to
Come

A
ss
yr
ia

Mill.



17:9-10  “Here is the mind which 
has wisdom. The seven heads are 
seven mountains on which the 
woman sits,  10 and they are 
seven kings; five have fallen, one 
is, the other has not yet come; 
and when he comes, he must 
remain a little while.



17:11  “The beast which was and is 
not, is himself also an eighth and 
is one of the seven, and he goes 
to destruction.



17:11  “The beast which was and is 
not, is himself also an eighth and 
is one of the seven, and he goes 
to destruction.



OUTLINE
3. Particular Wrath          17-18

 a. Description        17
    1) Illumination      17:1-6
    2) Interpretation of Vision 17:7-18
       a) Intervention of Angel    17:7
       b) Influence of Beast  17:8-14
   (1) Impersonation of Messiah  17:8
   (2) Infamous Empires  17:9-11
   (3) Insanity of Kingdoms  17:12-14



17:12  “The ten horns which you 
saw are ten kings who have not 
yet received a kingdom, but they 
receive authority as kings with 
the beast for one hour.



INTERPRETATION
1. Beast =   antichrist & 
     his kingdom  8
2.   Heads =   mountains = 
     kingdoms   9
3.   Horns =   10 kings         12



17:12  “The ten horns which you 
saw are ten kings who have not 
yet received a kingdom, but they 
receive authority as kings with 
the beast for one hour.



Dan 7:7  “After this I kept looking in 
the night visions, and behold, a 
fourth beast, dreadful and 
terrifying and extremely strong; 
and it had large iron teeth. It 
devoured and crushed and 
trampled down the remainder 
with its feet; and it was different 
from all the beasts that were 
before it, and it had ten horns.



Dan 7:23-24  “Thus he said: ‘The fourth 
beast will be a fourth kingdom on 
the earth, which will be different 
from all the other kingdoms and 
will devour the whole earth and 
tread it down and crush it.  24 ‘As 
for the ten horns, out of this 
kingdom ten kings will arise; and 
another will arise after them, and he 
will be different from the previous 
ones and will subdue three kings.



POSSIBILITIES
1. 10 Nation European Confederacy
2. 10 Regions of World



17:13  “These have one purpose, 
and they give their power and 
authority to the beast.
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17:14  “These will wage war against 
the Lamb, and the Lamb will 
overcome them, because He is 
Lord of lords and King of kings, 
and those who are with Him are 
the called and chosen and 
faithful.”
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“Lamb will 
overcome them”



17:14  “These will wage war against 
the Lamb, and the Lamb will 
overcome them, because He is 
Lord of lords and King of kings, 
and those who are with Him are 
the called and chosen and 
faithful.”
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Another example of our 
Lord’s Sovereignty over 

all history!!!
What about your life???

Sea of Galilee


