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BABYLON

ØBackground
ØBabylonianism
ØBabylon’s Future





OUTLINE
I.   Vision of J.C. among 7 Churches     1-3
II. Tribulation from Jesus Christ     4-18
   A. 7-Sealed Scroll        4-7
   B. Trumpet Judgments       8-11
   C. Heavenly Explanation      12-14
   D. Final Plagues        15-18
      1. Preparation for Wrath        15
      2. Pouring of Wrath         16



16:19  The great city was split into 
three parts, and the cities of the 
nations fell. Babylon the great 
was remembered before God, to 
give her the cup of the wine of 
His fierce wrath. 



FINAL PLAGUES

1. Preparation for Wrath - 15
2. Pouring of Wrath -   16

3. Particular Wrath -       17-18

Iraq



17:1  Then one of the seven angels 
who had the seven bowls came 
and spoke with me, saying, 
“Come here, I will show you the 
judgment of the great harlot 
who sits on many waters,  



OUTLINE
D. Final Plagues        15-18

      1. Preparation for Wrath      15
      2. Pouring of Wrath       16
      3. Particular Wrath          17-18
 a. Description        17
    1) Illumination      17:1-6
       a) Invitation to see Harlot   17:1-2
    (1) Identification of Angel     17:1



17:1  Then one of the seven angels 
who had the seven bowls came 
and spoke with me, saying, 
“Come here, I will show you the 
judgment of the great harlot 
who sits on many waters,  



KEY TERMS
1. Harlot -  πόρνη (porne)
 prostitute, illicit sex, cult prostitute
 spiritual unfaithfulness of false religion
 12x in NT -  5x in Rev
 related terms - 7x in Rev 17



HARLOT VIEWS

1.  City of Rome
2.  Catholic Church
3.  Idealist
4.  Apostate Church
5.  Perverted Religion



17:1  Then one of the seven angels 
who had the seven bowls came 
and spoke with me, saying, 
“Come here, I will show you the 
judgment of the great harlot 
who sits on many waters,  



HARLOT
üGlobal in Size           1



OUTLINE
3. Particular Wrath          17-18

 a. Description        17
    1) Illumination      17:1-6
       a) Invitation to see Harlot   17:1-2
    (1) Identification of Angel     17:1
    (2) Instruction of Angel
    (3) Invitation to Come & See
    (4) Indictment of Harlot
    (5) Influence Harlot      17:2



17:2  with whom the kings of the 
earth committed acts of 
immorality, and those who dwell 
on the earth were made drunk 
with the wine of her 
immorality.”



KEY TERMS
1. Harlot -  πόρνη (porne)
 prostitute, illicit sex, cult prostitute
2. Acts of immorality -   πορνεύω (porneuo)
 to perform illicit sexual acts
 used in literal and figurative sense
 Image of idolatry -    Isa 1:21, 23:15-18, 

    Jer 2:19-20, 3:6-10, 13:27, Nah 3:4,     
    Ezek 16:15-32, 35, 41, 23:5, 19, 44,   
  Hos 1, 2:5, 3:3, 4:10-18, 5:3-4, 6:10, 9:1 



HARLOT CITIES

üTyre -  Isa 23:15-17
üNineveh -  Nah 3:1, 4-5
üJerusalem - Ezek 23
üSamaria - Ezek 23
üBabylon - Jer 51



Jas 4:4-5   You adulteresses, do you 
not know that friendship with 
the world is hostility toward 
God? Therefore whoever wishes 
to be a friend of the world makes 
himself an enemy of God.  5 Or 
do you think that the Scripture 
speaks to no purpose: “He 
jealously desires the Spirit which 
He has made to dwell in us”?



17:2  with whom the kings of the 
earth committed acts of 
immorality, and those who dwell 
on the earth were made drunk 
with the wine of her 
immorality.”



17:2  with whom the kings of the 
earth committed acts of 
immorality, and those who dwell 
on the earth were made drunk 
with the wine of her 
immorality.”
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OUTLINE
3. Particular Wrath          17-18

 a. Description        17
    1) Illumination      17:1-6
       a) Invitation to see Harlot   17:1-2
       b) Impartation of Vision    17:3-6
    (1) Woman        17:3



17:3  And he carried me away in the 
Spirit into a wilderness; and I 
saw a woman sitting on a scarlet 
beast, full of blasphemous 
names, having seven heads and 
ten horns.



17:3  And he carried me away in the 
Spirit into a wilderness; and I 
saw a woman sitting on a scarlet 
beast, full of blasphemous 
names, having seven heads and 
ten horns.
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17:3  And he carried me away in the 
Spirit into a wilderness; and I 
saw a woman sitting on a scarlet 
beast, full of blasphemous 
names, having seven heads and 
ten horns.



OUTLINE
3. Particular Wrath          17-18

 a. Description        17
    1) Illumination      17:1-6
       a) Invitation to see Harlot   17:1-2
       b) Impartation of Vision    17:3-6
    (1) Woman        17:3
    (2) Description     17:4-5



17:4-5   The woman was clothed in 
purple & scarlet, & adorned with 
gold & precious stones & pearls, 
having in her hand a gold cup full of 
abominations and of the unclean 
things of her immorality,  5 and on 
her forehead a name was written, a 
mystery, “BABYLON THE 
GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HAR-

 LOTS AND OF THE ABOMINA-
 TIONS OF THE EARTH.”



17:4   The woman was clothed in 
purple and scarlet, & adorned 
with gold and precious stones 
and pearls, having in her hand a 
gold cup full of abominations 
and of the unclean things of her 
immorality,
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17:4   The woman was clothed in 
purple and scarlet, & adorned 
with gold and precious stones 
and pearls, having in her hand a 
gold cup full of abominations 
and of the unclean things of her 
immorality,
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17:4-5   The woman was clothed in 
purple & scarlet, & adorned with 
gold & precious stones & pearls, 
having in her hand a gold cup full of 
abominations and of the unclean 
things of her immorality,  5 and on 
her forehead a name was written, a 
mystery, “BABYLON THE 
GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HAR-

 LOTS AND OF THE ABOMINA-
 TIONS OF THE EARTH.”



17:4-5   The woman was clothed in 
purple & scarlet, & adorned with 
gold & precious stones & pearls, 
having in her hand a gold cup full of 
abominations and of the unclean 
things of her immorality,  5 and on 
her forehead a name was written, a 
mystery, “BABYLON THE 
GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HAR-

 LOTS AND OF THE ABOMINA-
 TIONS OF THE EARTH.”



17:4-5   The woman was clothed in 
purple & scarlet, & adorned with 
gold & precious stones & pearls, 
having in her hand a gold cup full of 
abominations and of the unclean 
things of her immorality,  5 and on 
her forehead a name was written, a 
mystery, “BABYLON THE 
GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HAR-

 LOTS AND OF THE ABOMINA-
 TIONS OF THE EARTH.”



MOTHER = SOURCE
Satan doubtless chose the site of Babylon as his 
headquarters ... It was doubtless here that the 
Antediluvian apostasy had its source that ended in 
the flood. To this center the ‘forces of Evil’ 
gravitated after the Flood, and ‘Babel’ was the 
result. This was the origin of the nations, but the 
nations were not scattered abroad over the earth 
until Satan had implanted in them the “Virus” of 
a doctrine that has been the source of every false 
religion the world has ever known.” 
    Larkin (Book of Revelation)



MOTHER-CHILD CULT
Assyria
Phoenicia
Egypt
Greece
Rome
Asia
India
Israel 
R.C.

Mother  Child
Ishtar   Tammuz
Astarte   Baal
Isis    Osirus/Horus
Aphrodite   Eros
Venus   Cupid
Cybele   Desius
Isi    Aswara
Queen of heaven Tammuz
Mary   Jesus
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OUTLINE
3. Particular Wrath          17-18

 a. Description        17
    1) Illumination      17:1-6
       a) Invitation to see Harlot   17:1-2
       b) Impartation of Vision    17:3-6
    (1) Woman        17:3
    (2) Description     17:4-5
    (3) Intoxication of Woman     17:6



17:6  And I saw the woman drunk 
with the blood of the saints, and 
with the blood of the witnesses of 
Jesus. When I saw her, I 
wondered greatly.
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üGlobal in Size           1
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üPolitical Control           3
üExternal Attractiveness         4
üInternal Corruption   
üSource of Abominations         5
üPersecutor of Saints          6



17:6  And I saw the woman drunk 
with the blood of the saints, and 
with the blood of the witnesses of 
Jesus. When I saw her, I 
wondered greatly.



OUTLINE
D. Final Plagues        15-18

      1. Preparation for Wrath      15
      2. Pouring of Wrath       16
      3. Particular Wrath          17-18
 a. Description        17
    1) Illumination      17:1-6
    2) Interpretation of Vision 17:7-18



Spiritual harlotry is not 
just overt idolatry!!!

Sea of Galilee


