REACHING A CULTURE
THAT HAS
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WHAT HAPPENS WHEN
A CULTURE ABANDONS
SCRIPTURE?

»Loses 1t’s Biblical Worldview

» L oses It’s Moral Foundation
»Has no Basis for Right or Wrong
» Invites God’s Judgment






IDOLATRY at ATHENS

1. Inquiries of Intellectuals
a. Initiative of Paul

17:16-21
17:16-17
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Mapolvve - urge on, stimulate
~or become irritated, angry



Poseidon

god of sea
(Bronze) found
In sea, 460 BC




Artemis of Delos

2nd ¢ BC copy of 4th ¢
original



Dionyslus
god of wine,
vegetation,

pleasure & festivity

from Piraeus
1stc AD
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Zeus
2nd ¢ BC




; | Athena of
T the Dynx
B 2nd ¢ AD copy




2nd e AD
copy of 4th e BC
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“In Athens It Is easier to find a god
than a man”

Petronius B 584

Athens Temple of Zeus



PRINCIPLES
1. Be Splrltually Pre_{ared







owaleyouan - discuss, reasomn

17:2, 18:4,. 89, 19

k3
0 \l'

ANENS Agora
entrance
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Stoa of Attalos

reconstructed






e

o~

M
B
y

.-s -
';.d\\ll\ﬂ'. -
- .
w Q\\I.
. l.-
| | Ny
w =
——
- a
! : .
! =
rhnlt -
{ AF
-




PRINCIPLES




IDOLATRY at ATHENS

1. Inquiries of Intellectuals
a. Initiative of Paul
b. Interest of Philosophers

17:16-21
17:16-17
17:18-21
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Areopagus.. . P S
from Acropolis ... -




Epicurus
(341-270 BC)

believed that
philosophy
could liberate
one from fears
of death & the
supernatural
== %12

When | consider Your Heavens,
ltuukolml



1st Century
Epicureans Materialism

Hedonism
Stoics Self-sufficient

Pantheism

PHILOSOPHERS

== X712

&ier\'bum
wd\



IDOLATRY at ATHENS

1. Inquiries of Intellectuals
a. Initiative of Paul
b. Interest of Philosophers
2. lllumination of Paul
a. ldeology

17:16-21
17:16-17
17:18-21
17:22-31
17:22-23



WORLDVIEWS

How you view the world
around you and How you live
life as a result.

Your Worldview determines

how you live.
== - X1



WORLDVIEWS

Unbeliever
polytheistic God
material realm Ultimate reality
reason Knowledge
relativism Ethics
good Humankind
varies Destiny

= X2



Presupposition A

Interpretation A

Presupposition B

Revelation

Interpretation B

== X2

||| :‘Lmlcomdermm
work of Your fingers...
Psalm 8:3,4



PHILOSOPHERS

1st Century 21st Century

Epicureans Materialism  Naturalism

Hedonism Entertainment
Stoics Self-sufficient Humanism
Pantheism New Age

== X712

lstirrmum
uuh



DEFICIENCY

1. Faulty understanding of meaning
of EXxistence - polytheistic

2. Limitations of Knowledge -
unknown god

3. Weakness of human Intellect -
Ignorance

—'"— m:



PRINCIPLES

1. Be Spiritually Preﬁ,ared . I
2. Take Initfative g,
3. Analyze Worlg‘ A

= ATy  av




IDOLATRY at ATHENS

1. Inquiries of Intellectuals
a. Initiative of Paul
b. Interest of Philosophers
2. lllumination of Paul
a. ldeology
b. Instruction

17:16-21
17:16-17
17:18-21
17:22-31
17:22-23
17:24-29

= X172

When | consider Your Heavens,
I!z\arko”mll



*1 Start from Blbllcal Worldwe s
it God-con‘scioush:e'ss-' Rom 1.



REVELATION

Realization
Responsibility
Rejection
Rationalization
Reprobation
Replacement

Wrath N




PRINCIPLES

4. Assume God-’c‘c)nscmusness



WORLDVIEW

Unbeliever Believer
polytheistic God Personal, Trinity
material realm Ultimate reality spiritual realm
reason Knowledge revelation
relativism Ethics absolutes
good Humankind 1mage, fallen
varies Destiny Heaven/Hell

= m:

||| When comdrer Ham:m



PRINCIPLES

| {

4. Assume God-’c‘c)nscmusness
5. Begin from Biblical Worldview

= X3

When | consider Your Heavens,
meuutolYnul



[llumination of Paul

» Creation
»Sovereignty
»Omnipresence
» Self-Existence

—"'— X3



PHILOSOPHY

1. God as Creator 1s author 26
2. God’s Sovereign Plan
3. Linear Concept



HIS STORY
/Revelation of His Glory\

/




PHILOSOPHY

1. God as Creator Is author 26
2. God’s Sovereign Plan

3. Linear Concept

4. Involves Time & Geography
5. Divine Purpose 27
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DEFICIENCY

1. Faulty understanding of meaning
of EXxistence - polytheistic

2. Limitations of Knowledge -
unknown god

3. Weakness of human Intellect -
Ignorance

4. Inadequate view of History
5. Inconsistency of Worldview == 03

Yc:um
uuh
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PRINCIPLES

. Assume God-’CGnscmusness
Begin from Biblical Worldview
Refute Worldview

= X3

When | consider Your Heavens,
lhe\atoivml



IDOLATRY at ATHENS

1. Inquiries of Intellectuals
a. Initiative of Paul
b. Interest of Philosophers
2. lllumination of Paul
a. ldeology
b. Instruction
c. Implication

17:16-21
17:16-17
17:18-21
17:22-31
17:22-23
17:24-29

17:30-31
== X712

When | consider Your Heavens,
I!z\arko”mll



Gospel is Power of God
unto Salvation
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PRINCIPLES

. Be Splrltually Prepared

. Assume GOd-GOnSC‘IOSFleSS
Begin from Biblical Worldview ”
Refute Worldview

. Present Gospel ke

the work of Your |



