


THE SCIENCE AND 
ART OF 

INTERPRETATION 



GRAMMATICAL-
HISTORICAL-
CONTEXTUAL 

METHOD 
or 

“Literal Method” 



ESSENTIAL 
PRINCIPLES 

1.  Linguistic 



LINGUISTIC 

Determine meaning by 
conventions of language 



IMPORTANCE 

Ø Verbal Inspiration 
Ø Image of God & language 
Ø God communicates with language 
Ø Goal of Exegesis 



LINGUISTIC 

ü Language 
 
 



LANGUAGES 
Ø Hebrew -  llh  [dy 

 mainly of God’s people 
Ø Aramaic -  Dan 2:4-7:28 

 dominant in 1550 -1200 BC 
Ø Greek -   Koine 

 3000 yrs -  1000 BC -  present 



LINGUISTIC 

ü Language 
ü Text 
 
 



Dead Sea Scrolls 







Sinaiticus 



Vaticanus 





ANCIENT  
TEXTS 

        Date    Earliest   Span   Copies 
 
Herodotus  480-406 BC      900 AD      1300 yrs      8 

Plato                427-347 BC      900 AD        1200 yrs      7 

Aristotle       384-322 BC     1100 AD      1400 yrs      5 
 

NT         44-95 AD   125 AD (frag.)    Decades      1000’s 
     400+ AD (NT)    300+ yrs 



NT DOCUMENTS 

44-95     100    200-500      1000     Now 
 
 Auto-           Many      Many Complete    1000’s       >5,000 
Graphs    Fragments     Documents         of Mss         Mss 
 



UNINTENTIONAL ERRORS 
Ø Faulty Eyesight -  parablepsis 

     haplography 



YOD AND SERIF 

 a  b  g  d  … 
 y  …  k  r 



UNINTENTIONAL ERRORS 

Ø Faulty Eyesight -  parablepsis 
    haplography 

Ø Faulty Hearing -  grate for great 

Ø Errors of Mind -  substitutions 

Ø Errors of Judgment 



 “There are some 8,000 
manuscripts of the Latin Vulgate and 
at least 1,000 for the other early 
versions.  Add to that over 4,000 (now 
6,000) Greek manuscript copies of 
portions of the NT.  Besides all this, 
much of the NT can be reproduced 
from the quotations of the early 
Christian writers.” 

          AT Robertson 



LINGUISTIC 

ü Language 
ü Text 
ü Lexicography 
 
 



MEANING 

² Usage -   range of meaning 
² Context -  determines meaning 
 



Trunk 

  1.  Car 
  2.  Elephant 
 3.  Tree 
   4.  Communication  
        5.  Attic 



MEANING 

² Usage -   range of meaning 
² Context -  determines meaning 
² Etymology -  limitations 
² Synonyms -   useful 



LINGUISTIC 
ü Language 
ü Text 
ü Lexicography 
ü Syntax 
ü Phonology 
ü Morphology 
ü Literary Devices 
 
 


