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art of 

interpretation



exegesis





OBSERVATION

Taking Notice
Perception





INTERPRETATION

Seeking the Author’s 
Willed Meaning



interpretation
1.  Introduction
2.  Interpretive Questions
3.  Biblical Meditation



BIBLICAL 
MEDITATION



a function 
of the mind 

& heart

Concentration upon 
our Lord & His Word 
to better obey Him
(Ps 63:6, 119:97-99) 



Josh 1:8  "This book of the law shall 
not depart from your mouth, 
but you shall meditate on it day 
and night, so that you may be 
careful to do according to all 
that is written in it; for then you 
will make your way prosperous, 
and then you will have success.



procedure

1. Concentrate



Josh 1:8  "This book of the law shall 
not depart from your mouth, 
but you shall meditate on it day 
and night, so that you may be 
careful to do according to all 
that is written in it; for then you 
will make your way prosperous, 
and then you will have success.



procedure

1. Concentrate 
2. Continue



Josh 1:8  "This book of the law shall 
not depart from your mouth, 
but you shall meditate on it day 
and night, so that you may be 
careful to do according to all 
that is written in it; for then you 
will make your way prosperous, 
and then you will have success.



procedure

1. Concentrate 
2. Continue 
3. Comply



Josh 1:8  "This book of the law shall 
not depart from your mouth, 
but you shall meditate on it day 
and night, so that you may be 
careful to do according to all 
that is written in it; for then you 
will make your way prosperous, 
and then you will have success.



procedure

1. Concentrate 
2. Continue 
3. Comply
4. Communicate 



ADEQUACY
“seeing that His divine power has 

granted to us everything 
pertaining to life and godliness, 
through the true knowledge of 
Him who called us by His own 
glory and excellence.”

        2Pet 1:3



interpretation
1.  Introduction
2.  Interpretive Questions
3.  Biblical Meditation
4.  Text



textual criticism
1. Definition  



textual criticism
   “Textual criticism is the 
study of the copies of any 
written composition of which 
the original autograph is 
unknown for the purpose of 
determining the original text.”

      JH Greenlee



textual criticism
1. Definition
2. Importance
3. Methodology
  Manuscripts
  



Uncials (formal capitals)



Vaticanus



Chester Beatty 
Papyri

Minuscles
(cursive)



textual criticism
1. Definition
2. Importance
3. Methodology
  Manuscripts
  Views
  External Evidence
  



Mk 16:9-20 (NASB)





textual criticism
1. Definition
2. Importance
3. Methodology
  Manuscripts
  Views
  External Evidence
  Internal Evidence
  



Greek Text
(1Cor 2:15)

Apparatus



textual criticism
1. Definition
2. Importance
3. Methodology
  Manuscripts
  Views
  External Evidence
  Internal Evidence
  Principles



basic principles

1. Choose reading which explains 
the origin of the others. 

2. More difficult reading 
preferred

3. Shorter reading preferred



interpretation
1.  Introduction
2.  Interpretive Questions
3.  Biblical Meditation
4.  Text
5.  Word Studies

 Verbal Inspiration



CHARACTERISTICS
1.  Arbitrary Signs
2.  Range of Meaning



CHARACTERISTICS
1.  Arbitrary Signs
2.  Range of Meaning
3.  Determined by Context
4.  Assigned by Author
5.  Changes Over Time



Takes  
on new 
Meaning

???



CHARACTERISTICS
1.  Arbitrary Signs
2.  Range of Meaning
3.  Determined by Context
4.  Assigned by Author
5.  Changes Over Time
6.  Overlaps with Others
7.  Connotative/Denotative



WORD STUDY

Range of Meaning

1. Concordance



33x

42x

Young’s



Trunk
   1.  Car

   2.  Elephant
 3.  Tree
  4.  Communication 
      5.  Attic
    6.  Swimming



4x

3x



From YOUNGS

 gaal     - גאל
padah     - פדה

ἀγοράζω -   agorazo
ἐξαγοράζω -  exagorazo



exegesis



31x

Englishman’s



LOGOS SEARCH

1. Go to “Guides” tab -> “Exegetical Guide”
2. Enter passage - 
3. Go to “Word by Word” ->    click on term
4. Click on root word under term in text
5. Click on parts of big circle ->   
 occurrences of word shows beneath



WORD STUDY
Range of Meaning
1. Concordance
2. Classify Possible 

Meanings
3. Dictionary/

 Lexicon
4. OT Use



WORD STUDY

Range of Meaning
Meaning in Context

1. Circles
2. Meaning
3. Verify



Range of Meaning
ἀγοράζω (agorazo)
1. To buy -  commercial sense
2. To buy -  figuratively
3. To purchase or redeem - theol. Sense

ἐξαγοράζω (ezagorazo)
1. Christ’s redemption
2. Making most of time/opportunity



LAW (νόμος)
1. Pentateuch -    
2. Mosaic Covenant -  
3. OT Generally -    



LAW (νόμος)
1. Pentateuch -      3:21
2. Mosaic Covenant -    2:20, 23
3. OT Generally -      3:19-21
4. 10 Commandments -    7:7-9
5. Mosaic Dispensation -   6:14-15
6. Civil Law -      7:1-3
7. Moral Law -      2:14
8. Principle -      3:27-28



MEANING

Usage - range of meaning
Context -  determines meaning
Etymology -    limitations
Synonyms -    useful
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