
Genesis 4 



GENESIS Outline 
   C. Early History of Civilization      4:1-9:29 
      1. Decline of Civilization   4:1-6:8 

  a. Cainite Line     4:1-24 
     1) Depravity of Cain    4:1-15 

 
 



CAIN’S SIN 
1.   Worship Properly 

2.   Heed Counsel 
3.   Love Brother 

4.   Confess Sin 
5.   Accept 

 Punishment 

Refused  
to: 



CORRUPTION of SIN 
3:6 -  Forbidden fruit 
3:12-13 - Blame shifting 
4:3-5 -  Worship perversion 
4:5 -  Unjustified anger 
4:8 -  Premeditated murder 
4:9 -  Disregard for others 

   Blatant lying 
4:13-14 - Whining 
4:14 -  No repentance ->  1Jn 3:12, Jd 11 



IMPLICATIONS 
1.  Effects of Fall Passed on 
2.  Corrupting       effects of Sin 
3.  God’s grace    always available 
4.  God’s judgment       cannot be avoided 



GENESIS Outline 
   C. Early History of Civilization      4:1-9:29 
      1. Decline of Civilization   4:1-6:8 

  a. Cainite Line     4:1-24 
     1) Depravity of Cain    4:1-15 
     2) Descendants of Cain   4:16-24  

 
 



4:16  Then Cain went out from 
 the presence of the LORD, 
 and settled in the land of Nod, 
 east of Eden.  



4:16  Then Cain went out from 
 the presence of the LORD, 
 and settled in the land of Nod, 
 east of Eden.  



Land of Nod =  wandering 

No rest or Peace for the wicked 



4:17  Cain had relations with his 
 wife and she conceived, and 
 gave birth to Enoch; and he 
 built a city, and called the 
 name of the city Enoch, after 
 the name of his son.  



PATTERN 

Ø Cainites ->   Sethites 
Ø Ham/Japheth ->  Shem 
Ø Nations ->   Abram 
Ø Ishmael ->   Isaac 
Ø Esau ->    Jacob 



CAINITE LINE 
Ø Major Motifs -   

  Potential for good or evil 
  Self-sufficient culture 

  No mention of Godliness 
Ø Names -    7 
Ø Beginnings -   Culture 
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4:17  Cain had relations with his 
 wife and she conceived, and 
 gave birth to Enoch; and he 
 built a city, and called the 
 name of the city Enoch, after 
 the name of his son.  



Enoch =   
 new beginning 
  

City boy 



WORLDLY CULTURE 
Ø Cities (17) 



4:18  Now to Enoch was born 
 Irad, and Irad became the 
 father of Mehujael, and 
 Mehujael became the father 
 of Methushael, and 
 Methushael became the father 
 of Lamech.  



NAMES 
1.  Enoch -   new beginning 
2.  Irad -   townsman or flight 
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 father of Mehujael, and 
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NAMES 
1.  Enoch -   new beginning 
2.  Irad -   townsman or flight 
3.  Mehujael -  God is giver of life 
4.  Methushael -  man of God 
5.  Lamech -  conqueror 



4:19  Lamech took to himself two 
 wives: the name of the one 
 was Adah, and the name of 
 the other, Zillah.   



WORLDLY CULTURE 
Ø Cities (17) 
Ø Polygamy (19) 



4:19  Lamech took to himself two 
 wives: the name of the one 
 was Adah, and the name of 
 the other, Zillah.   



NAMES 
1.  Enoch -   new beginning 
2.  Irad -   townsman or flight 
3.  Mehujael -  God is giver of life 
4.  Methushael -  man of God 
5.  Lamech -  conqueror 
6.  Adah -       ornament or morning 
7.  Zillah -   shade or shelter 



Lamech =   
 conqueror 

 
 
Boasting 
polygamist  
 
 



4:20  Adah gave birth to Jabal; 
 he was the father of those who 
 dwell in tents and have 
 livestock.  



NAMES 
8.  Jabal -    wanderer 



4:20  Adah gave birth to Jabal; 
 he was the father of those who 
 dwell in tents and have 
 livestock.  



WORLDLY CULTURE 
Ø Cities (17) 
Ø Polygamy (19) 
Ø Commercialism (20) 



Jabel = wanderer 
 
 
Industrialist 



4:21  His brother’s name was 
 Jubal; he was the father of all 
 those who play the lyre and 
 pipe.  



NAMES 
8.  Jabal -    wanderer 
9.  Jubal -    sound 



4:21  His brother’s name was 
 Jubal; he was the father of all 
 those who play the lyre and 
 pipe.  



WORLDLY CULTURE 
Ø Cities (17) 
Ø Polygamy (19) 
Ø Commercialism (20) 
Ø Arts (21) 



Jubal =   sound 
 
 
Musician 
 



4:22  As for Zillah, she also gave 
 birth to Tubal-cain, the forger 
 of all implements of bronze 
 and iron; and the sister of 
 Tubal-cain was Naamah.  



NAMES 
8.  Jabal -    wanderer 
9.  Jubal -    sound 
10.  Tubal-cain -  Tubal the smith 



4:22  As for Zillah, she also gave 
 birth to Tubal-cain, the forger 
 of all implements of bronze 
 and iron; and the sister of 
 Tubal-cain was Naamah.  



WORLDLY CULTURE 
Ø Cities (17) 
Ø Polygamy (19) 
Ø Commercialism (20) 
Ø Arts (21) 
Ø Implements (22) 



Tubal-Cain =    
 Tubal the smith
  

 
Inventor 
 



4:22  As for Zillah, she also gave 
 birth to Tubal-cain, the forger 
 of all implements of bronze 
 and iron; and the sister of 
 Tubal-cain was Naamah.  



NAMES 
8.  Jabal -    wanderer 
9.  Jubal -    sound 
10.  Tubal-cain -  Tubal the smith 
11.  Naamah -        pleasant, graceful 



Naama = 
 pleasant, 
 graceful   

 
 



4:23-24  Lamech said to his wives, 
 “Adah and Zillah, Listen to my 
 voice, You wives of Lamech, 
 Give heed to my speech, For I 
 have killed a man for wounding 
 me; And a boy for striking me; 
 24  If Cain is avenged sevenfold, 
 Then Lamech seventy-
 sevenfold.” 
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 “Adah and Zillah, Listen to my 
 voice, You wives of Lamech, 
 Give heed to my speech, For I 
 have killed a man for wounding 
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 24  If Cain is avenged sevenfold, 
 Then Lamech seventy-
 sevenfold.” 



WORLDLY CULTURE 
Ø Cities (17) 
Ø Polygamy (19) 
Ø Commercialism (20) 
Ø Arts (21) 
Ø Implements (22) 
Ø Violence (23) 



SUBSTITUTES?? 
1.  City life -    entertainment 
2.  Nomadic life -  traveling 
3.  Tools & metal work -  avoid toil 
4.  Music -    to sooth sorrow 
5.  Polygamy -   unsatisfied 
6.  Boasting -   self-sufficency 
7.  Weapons -   violence 

 



IMPLICATIONS 
1.  Effects of Fall Passed on 
2.  Corrupting       effects of Sin 
3.  God’s grace    always available 
4.  God’s judgment       cannot be avoided 
5.  Image of God expressed in unbelievers 



Worldly pursuits may be 
substitutes for God!!! 

Sea of Galilee 



GENESIS Outline 
   C. Early History of Civilization      4:1-9:29 
      1. Decline of Civilization   4:1-6:8 

  a. Cainite Line     4:1-24 
  b. Sethite Line         4:25-5:32 

 



4:25  Adam had relations with his 
 wife again; and she gave birth 
 to a son, and named him Seth, 
 for, she said, “God has 
 appointed me another 
 offspring in place of Abel, for 
 Cain killed him.” 



SETHITE LINE 

Ø Major Motifs -  he died 
     Walk with God 

Ø Names -    10 
Ø Ages -    857.5 
Ø Similarity -   names 



GOD’S SPECIAL 
REVELATION 

AUTHORS 
Inspiration 

Canonicity 
AUTOGRAPHS 

Textual Criticism 
66 BOOKS 

Translation 
BIBLE TEXT 

Illumination 
VERSIONS 

Communication 
OUR MIND WORLD 



TEXTUAL CRITICISM 
1.   Definition 



 “Textual criticism is the study 
of the copies of any written 
composition of which the original 
autograph is unknown for the 
purpose of determining the 
original text.” 
 

      JH Greenlee  


