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INTERPRETATION 

Seeking the Author’s 
Willed Meaning 



INTERPRETATION 
1.  Text 
2.  Word Studies 

  
 Verbal Inspiration 



WORD STUDY 

Range of Meaning 
Meaning in Context 



LOGOS SEARCH 

1.  Go to “Guides” tab -> “Exegetical Guide” 
2.  Enter passage -   
3.  Go to “Word by Word” ->    click on term 
4.  Click on root word under term in text 
5.  Click on parts of circle ->    

 occurrences of word shows beneath 



MEANING 

Ø Usage -  range of meaning 
Ø Context -  determines meaning 

Ø Etymology -    limitations 
Ø Synonyms -    useful 



MISTAKES 

1.   Illegitimate Totality Transfer 
2.   Root Fallacy 
3.   Dominant Meaning 
4.   Semantic Anachronism 
5.   Overemphasis 



INTERPRETATION 
1.  Text 
2.  Word Studies 
3.  Structural Analysis 

Thinking God’s Thoughts 



GRAMMATICAL 
ANALYSIS 
Ø Basic Analysis 



BASIC ANALYSIS 

1.   Isolate Complete Sentences 

2.   Identify Clauses 

3.   Identify Subjects & Verbs 
4.   Other Grammatical Issues 



BASIC ANALYSIS 

And after He had said these things, 
He was lifted up  
while they were looking on,  
and a cloud received Him out of 

their sight. 
       (Act 1:9) 
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GRAMMATICAL 
ANALYSIS 
Ø Basic Analysis 

Ø Mechanical Layout 



MECHANICAL 
LAYOUT 

 Rewrite the text in a form 
that will reveal the 
grammatical structure 



MECHANICAL LAYOUT 
Independent Clauses 
 Subordinate Clauses 
  Modifiers - ptcp, preps, etc 
   Lists 

Coordinate Clauses 



GRAMMATICAL 
ANALYSIS 
Ø Basic Analysis 

Ø Mechanical Layout 

Ø Diagramming 



DIAGRAMMING 

 Graphically portray each 
word of the sentence 



Lots of letters & words 



Isolate Complete Sentences 



Identify Clauses 

Isolate 
Independent 

Clauses 



Find Subject  
& Verb 



Subject    Verb    

Modifier (non-verbal) 
 

Direct Object 

Preposition     Object 

Indirect Object 



Find Word Relationships 



Subject    Verb       Direct Object 
Modifier (partial verbal) 

Infinitive 

Modifier (non-verbal) 



Subject 
  

Term 
 

Coord. Conj. 
Subject 

Verb 

=   Appositive 



Subordinate Clauses 



Subject    Verb      Subject Compl. 

Subject       Verb 

Sub. Conj. 



Subject    Verb    Subject Compl. 

Subject       Verb 
Sub. Conj. 

Subject    Verb   

Coord. Conj. 



Subject 
  

Main Clause   
 

Verb 

Vocative 

Antecedent 

Relative Pronoun 



Subject Clause 
  

Verb Clause 

Sub. Conj. 
Object Clause 



Every Word 
Has its  
Place 



DIAGRAMMING 

1.  Reveals Grammatical Structure 
2.  Forces decisions for every word 
3.  Basic work sheet for all analysis 
4.  Brings analysis & synthesis together 
5.  Basis for exegetical outline 



Eph 4:11-13  And He gave some as apostles, 
 and some as prophets, and some as 
 evangelists, and some as pastors and 
 teachers, 12 for the equipping of the 
 saints for the work of service, to the 
 building up of the body of Christ;  
 13 until we all attain to the unity of the 
 faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of 
 God, to a mature man, to the measure of 
 the stature which belongs to the fullness 
 of Christ.  14  …  
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Eph 4:14-16  … 14 As a result, we are no 
 longer to be children, tossed here and 
 there by waves and carried about by 
 every wind of doctrine, by the trickery 
 of men, by craftiness in deceitful 
 scheming; 15 but speaking the truth in 
 love, we are to grow up in all aspects 
 into Him who is the head, even Christ, 
 16 from whom the whole body,  ... 
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Act 1:7-8  He said to them, “It is not for 
 you to know times or epochs which 
 the Father has fixed by His own 
 authority; 8 but you will receive 
 power when the Holy Spirit has 
 come upon you; and you shall be 
 My witnesses both in Jerusalem, 
 and in all Judea and Samaria, and 
 even to the remotest part of the 
 earth.” 



Act 1:7-8  He said to them, “It is not for 
 you to know times or epochs which 
 the Father has fixed by His own 
 authority; 8 but you will receive 
 power when the Holy Spirit has 
 come upon you; and you shall be 
 My witnesses both in Jerusalem, 
 and in all Judea and Samaria, and 
 even to the remotest part of the 
 earth.” 



Act 1:7-8 



Act 1:7-8 



Act 1:7-8 



Act 1:7-8 



Act 1:7-8  He said to them, “It is not for 
 you to know times or epochs which 
 the Father has fixed by His own 
 authority; 8 but you will receive 
 power when the Holy Spirit has 
 come upon you; and you shall be 
 My witnesses both in Jerusalem, 
 and in all Judea and Samaria, and 
 even to the remotest part of the 
 earth.” 



Act 1:7-8 



Act 1:7-8 



Act 1:7-8 



Act 1:7-8 


