
This Class contains explicit 
BIBLICAL content.  It contains 

graphic expressions of PRAYER.  
The language may not be suitable 

for visitors offended by non-profane 
references to JESUS.  You are 

strongly cautioned that your flesh 
may be in serious danger. 



Colosseum 

ROMANS 
God’s Justice -  

 9:19-24 



1st Century Rome 



SOVEREIGNTY 
Israel’s Choice 

PROVISION 
Of God’s Righteousness 

VINDICATION 
Of God’s Righteousness 

1-8 

9-11 

11 
REJECTION 
Israel’s Discipline 

RESTORATION 
Israel’s Salvation 

9:30-10:21 

9:1-29 



MAIN ISSUE 

1.  Gospel going to Gentiles 
2.  Israel as God’s chosen people 
3.  Gentiles coming to God apart 

 from Law 
4.  If God hardens Pharaoh how 

can He hold man responsible 



OUTLINE 
III. Vindication of God’s Right.   9-11 
    A. Past Sovereign Election of Israel  9:1-29 

 1. Sorrow of Paul Vindicated  9:1-5 
 2. Word of God Vindicated   9:6-13 
 3. Justice of God Vindicated  9:14-18 
 4. Sovereignty of God Vindic.  9:19-29 
     a. Human Responsibility Issue  9:19 

 



9:19  You will say to me then,   
 “Why does He still find fault? 
 For who resists His will?”  



OUTLINE 
III. Vindication of God’s Right.   9-11 
    A. Past Sovereign Election of Israel  9:1-29 

 1. Sorrow of Paul Vindicated  9:1-5 
 2. Word of God Vindicated   9:6-13 
 3. Justice of God Vindicated  9:14-18 
 4. Sovereignty of God Vindic.  9:19-29 
     a. Human Responsibility Issue  9:19 
     b. Sovereignty of Potter   9:20-21 

 



9:20  On the contrary, who are you, 
 O man, who answers back to 
 God? The thing molded will not 
 say to the molder, “Why did you 
 make me like this,” will it?  



9:20  On the contrary, who are you, 
 O man, who answers back to 
 God? The thing molded will not 
 say to the molder, “Why did you 
 make me like this,” will it?  



REFUTES: 
1.  Attitude of rebellion 
2.  Right to question God 
3.  God’s obligation to answer 
4.  Man’s limited knowledge 
5.  Man’s judgment of God 
6.  Misunderstanding of Creator/

 creation distinction 



9:21  Or does not the potter have a 
 right over the clay, to make from 
 the same lump one vessel for 
 honorable use and another for 
 common use?  



6 QUESTIONS 
1.  Objection -     responsibility        19 
2.  Objection -     God’s control 
3.  Refutation -   no right to question   20 
4.  Refutation -   Creator/creation   

      distinction 
5.  Refutation -  sovereignty of potter  21 



POTTER 

Ø Imagery -  Isa 29:15-16, 45:9,  
     Jer 18:1-10 

Ø Authority -  sovereignty 
Ø Same lump -  all depraved 



9:21  Or does not the potter have a 
 right over the clay, to make from 
 the same lump one vessel for 
 honorable use and another for 
 common use?  



Vessels for  
Honorable use 



9:21  Or does not the potter have a 
 right over the clay, to make from 
 the same lump one vessel for 
 honorable use and another for 
 common use?  



Vessels for Common use 



POTTER 

Ø Imagery -  Isa 29:15-16, 45:9,  
     Jer 18:1-10 

Ø Authority -  sovereignty 
Ø Same lump -  all depraved 
Ø Nations in context -  Jer 18:6-10 



GOD’S ELECTION -  9 
8. Does not violate or remove man’s 

 responsibility (19-21)  
9. Is absolutely free & sovereign (20-21) 
 



OUTLINE 
III. Vindication God’s Right.   9-11 
    A. Past Sovereign Election of Israel  9:1-29 
 

 4. Sovereignty of God Vindic.  9:19-29 
     a. Human Responsibility Issue  9:19 
     b. Sovereignty of Potter   9:20-21 
     c. Sovereignty Displayed   9:22-24 

 



9:22  What if God, although willing 
 to demonstrate His wrath and to 
 make His power known, 
 endured with much patience 
 vessels of wrath prepared for 
 destruction?  



6 QUESTIONS 
1.  Objection -     responsibility        19 
2.  Objection -     God’s control 
3.  Refutation -   no right to question   20 
4.  Refutation -   Creator/creation   

      distinction 
5.  Refutation -  sovereignty of potter  21 
6.  Refutation -  sovereignty of God     22 



MAIN ANSWER 

1.  2nd answer 
2.  Difficult grammar 



GOD’S ELECTION -  9 
8. Does not violate or remove man’s 

 responsibility (19-21)  
9. Is absolutely free & sovereign (20-21) 
10. Is dependent on God’s will, not man (22) 
 
 



9:22  What if God, although willing 
 to demonstrate His wrath and to 
 make His power known, 
 endured with much patience 
 vessels of wrath prepared for 
 destruction?  



9:22  What if God, although willing 
 to demonstrate His wrath and to 
 make His power known, 
 endured with much patience 
 vessels of wrath prepared for 
 destruction?  



2nd LAW of 
Thermodynamics 

Ø Irreversible tendency to unwind 
Ø Movement from organization to 

 disorganization 
Ø Law of decay 
Ø Isa 51:6, Ro 8:20-22 



2nd LAW of 
Spiritual Dynamics 
Ø Tendency to depart from God 
Ø Movement from relationship to 

 religion 
Ø Law of spiritual decay 
Ø Tendency of cultures to degenerate 



CYCLES OF SIN 

1.  God’s Work of Grace 
2.  Sin Begins Corrupting Effect 
3.  God Patiently Endures Sin  

 Sin Reaches Full Corruption 
4.  God Intervenes to Judge & Save 



9:22  What if God, although willing 
 to demonstrate His wrath and to 
 make His power known, 
 endured with much patience 
 vessels of wrath prepared for 
 destruction?  



MAIN ANSWER 

1.  2nd answer 
2.  Difficult grammar 
3.  Difficult theology 



TERMS 
1.  To prepare, repair -   13x 

 katartizw     
 may be reflexive or passive 

2.  Destruction -  temporal 



GLORY DISPLAYED 
1.  Blind Man 

2.  Lazarus 
3.  Unbelievers 
4.  Pharaoh 

5.  Job 

6.  Death of Christ 
7.  Display to Angels 



GOD’S ELECTION -  9 
8. Does not violate or remove man’s 

 responsibility (19-21)  
9. Is absolutely free & sovereign (20-21) 
10. Is dependent on God’s will, not man (22) 
11. Provides for display of His glory through 

 unbelievers (17, 22) 
 



9:23  And He did so to make 
 known the riches of His glory upon 
 vessels of mercy, which He 
 prepared beforehand for glory,  


